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FIRE DANGER RATING

The Fire Danger Rating is an early 
indicator of potential danger and should 

act as your Þ rst trigger for action.
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Total Fire Ban

The RFS may declare a Total Fire Ban for days of increased fi re danger, 
based on advice from the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM).

For more information go to www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or www.bom.gov.au. 
Alternatively you can contact the local RFS Fire Control Centre
or NSW Fire Brigades station.

Rules During Total Fire Bans

No fi re may be lit in the open and all Fire Permits are immediately 
suspended. This includes the use of incinerators and solid fuel barbecues.

You may use a gas or electric barbecue, but only if:

It is on a residential property within 20 metres of the house • or
It is a permanent fi xture within a picnic area managed by Council • 
National Parks or Forests NSW

and

It is under the direct control of a responsible adult• 
There is a clear area for 2 metres around the barbecue• 
You have an immediate and continuous supply of water• 

Penalties for lighting a fi re on a day of Total Fire Ban include a maximum 
fi ne of $100,000 and 14 years imprisonment.

Fire Danger Rating

The Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is an assessment of the potential fi re 
behaviour, the diffi culty of suppressing a fi re, and the potential impact on 
the community should a bush fi re occur on a given day.

The FDR is determined by the Fire Danger Index (FDI). The FDI is a 
combination of air temperature, relative humidity, wind speed and drought.

An FDI of 1 (Low-Moderate) means that fi re will not burn, or will burn 
so slowly that it will be easily controlled, whereas an FDI in excess of 
100 (Catastrophic) means that fi re will burn so fast and so hot that it is 
uncontrollable. 

When a Fire Danger Rating is advised,
you need to take it seriously and be prepared to act.

Your survival may depend on it.

Do you have adequate home and contents 
insurance should the unthinkable happen?




